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a government-owned tomato paste fac-
tory. After privatization, the factory 
was producing 10 more products and 
employing 1,000 people, including 200 
women. 

According to USAID, with the insta-
bility that was brought on by the inva-
sion of Iraq and the ensuing civil war, 
the factory’s potential for food proc-
essing was shattered. Farmers were un-
able to work the fields, and the factory 
no longer had access to the agricul-
tural supply required to operate. Not 
only were factory workers suddenly un-
employed, tens of thousands of farmers 
found themselves similarly destitute. 

A U.S. Government grant for $5 mil-
lion will ensure that power, water, 
waste treatment and steam are re-
stored to the plant. This is essential to 
get the factory back on-line. 

When we look at what we are spend-
ing on the military occupation of Iraq, 
somewhere around $9 billion a week, $5 
million looks like a drop in the bucket. 
In fact, $5 million for development as-
sistance actually equals 21 minutes of 
military spending. As some of my col-
leagues like to say, this is a hand up, 
not a hand-out. 

We are rebuilding the heart of com-
munities through jobs, through growth 
and investment into the infrastructure, 
the results of which will be seen for 
generations to come. 

We need to take a serious look, Mr. 
Speaker, at our presence in Iraq. Is it 
any wonder that there is frustration? 
We can spend billions of dollars perpet-
uating an occupation, but we can’t 
truly commit to humanitarian assist-
ance, to reconciliation and a diplo-
matic surge? 

It’s simple, if we listen to the Amer-
ican people and to the Iraqi families. 
Let’s end this occupation of Iraq and 
bring our troops and military contrac-
tors home. It is time to rebuild, not re- 
ignite a military conflict. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DONNELLY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. JONES) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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GAS PRICES/TAXES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
the American people are sick and tired 
of high gas prices, high taxes and un-
necessary regulation on our lands. As 
an ardent capitalist, I believe that the 
marketplace, unencumbered by govern-
ment regulation, by high taxes, is the 
best way to control quality, quantity 
and cost of all goods and services. 

The price of gasoline is not immune 
to market forces. Cutting taxes and 

reining in the Federal Government is 
fundamental to returning power to the 
U.S. citizens, and to promote economic 
growth. We should support our free 
market by eliminating unnecessary 
regulation, unfair taxes, and promoting 
the economic growth that we so des-
perately need. I say, heavy taxation is 
bad representation. 

Speaker PELOSI promised to lower 
energy prices at the beginning of the 
110th Congress. Yet, today the average 
price of gasoline has gone up $1.65 per 
gallon, a nearly 71 percent increase. 
The Pelosi premium is now costing the 
average American $3.98 per gallon of 
gasoline. And in my district, the 10th 
Congressional District in Georgia, it’s 
over $4 a gallon. 

Congressional Democrats talk about 
our addiction to foreign oil, yet they 
refuse to allow access to American oil 
and our gas supplies that are necessary 
to cure this so-called addiction. This is 
as idiotic as asking Shaquille O’Neal to 
play basketball on his knees, or Alex 
Rodriguez hitting a baseball left-hand-
ed. 

America has been blessed with abun-
dant talent, a tremendous quantity of 
natural resources. Yet we continue to 
operate with our knees on the ground 
and hitting from the wrong side of the 
plate. Unfortunately, this is not a 
game that Americans can afford to 
play. 

Developing American oil and gas will 
help bring prices down and help break 
the stranglehold on energy that hostile 
countries in the Middle East enjoy. Yet 
Congressional Democrats continue to 
refuse any development whatsoever. 
We should not be hesitant to tap into 
our abundant natural resources, espe-
cially at a time when energy costs are 
so high. 

Alaska’s ANWR is estimated to con-
tain between 5.7 and 16 billion barrels 
of oil. Yet House Democrats have op-
posed ANWR exploration 86 percent of 
the time, while House Republicans 
have supported responsible and envi-
ronmentally sound development 91 per-
cent of the time. 

The Outer Continental Shelf, OCS, is 
estimated to contain 19 billion barrels 
of oil and 84 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas. Yet House Democrats have 
opposed developing the OCS 83 percent 
of the time, while House Republicans 
have supported responsible and envi-
ronmentally sound development 81 per-
cent of the time. Today we are drilling 
for ice on Mars, but we cannot drill for 
oil in America. 

America contains enough oil shale to 
supply all our needs for over two cen-
turies, estimated at over 2 trillion bar-
rels. Yet House Democrats have op-
posed oil shale exploration 86 percent 
of the time, while House Republicans 
have supported responsible and envi-
ronmentally sound development 90 per-
cent of the time. 

America hasn’t built a new oil refin-
ery in decades. It would do little good 
to increase development of our domes-
tic supplies of oil if we do not have the 

refinery capability and capacity to 
quickly convert this fuel into a usable 
form. Yet House Democrats have op-
posed increasing refinery capacity 96 
percent of the time, while House Re-
publicans have supported responsible 
and environmentally sound develop-
ment 97 percent of the time. We need to 
streamline getting oil refineries on- 
line. 

America is the Saudi Arabia of coal. 
We must promote this abundant re-
source by promoting coal-to-liquids 
technology. Yet House Democrats have 
opposed the promotion of coal-to-liq-
uids technology 78 percent of the time, 
while House Republicans have sup-
ported responsible and environ-
mentally sound development 97 percent 
of the time. 

What is the opposition’s solution to 
this national emergency? They have 
passed a so-called energy bill that’s a 
non-energy bill. 

Energy is the lifeblood of the Amer-
ican economy. We need to develop our 
own natural resources and drill for oil 
now. 

f 

ENERGY SAVINGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, Democrats have fought to 
bring America’s addiction to oil to the 
forefront of our national attention for 
years. We must reduce our dependence 
on oil in order to stimulate the econ-
omy, to protect our country and to 
curb the harmful effects of global 
warming. 

Since Democrats gained control of 
the Congress last year, we raised auto-
mobile fuel efficiency standards for the 
first time in over a quarter of a cen-
tury, despite the opposition of Presi-
dent Bush. 

And the House recently passed a 
comprehensive renewable energy bill. 
Our renewable energy bill will reduce 
America’s dependence on oil. It will 
lower energy costs, protect the envi-
ronment, and create hundreds of thou-
sands of new skilled green jobs all 
across America. 

While Congress is working hard to re-
duce our oil dependence, my constitu-
ents are working hard to do their part 
to battle rising energy prices and re-
duce their own carbon footprint. 

I recently asked my constituents to 
tell me what they were doing to reduce 
their personal energy consumption and 
to reduce the cost of energy in their 
monthly lives, and I promised that I 
would share some of these best ideas 
right here on the House floor. 

Here are some of the comments I’ve 
received so far. Many of my constitu-
ents are already following some of the 
more conventional but important 
methods of energy conservation, in-
cluding replacing traditional light 
bulbs with compact fluorescent lights, 
unplugging appliances that aren’t in 
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